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India has small cause for shame. Now, therefore,
in spite of the fact that Western learning has en-
couraged the growth of Nationalism so that India
can work out her political destiny for herself, we
are now asked by the greatest political leader of the
day to go back another hundred years and avoid
everything Western with the main object of resusci-
tating village life, right from the bottom, and set up
an educational system purely on the basis of guilds,
thus indirectly perhaps bring about the re-establish-
ment of a kind of class system, for "all the various
arts and crafts of India. The industrial condition
for the production of commodities required by the
Indian peoples of all creeds must necessarily create
groups both in rural and urban areas, which may
not all have the same standard of education, or the
same political outlook and itfill thus be divided in
interests.
Only three decades ago, as the chief executive
head of the Government of Cochin, which by the
way stands foremost in point of literacy in the whole
of India, I formulated a scheme of education, which
was improved in regard to its technical details by
the great educationist, John Vansomeran Pope.,
whose services I obtained for a period for this special
work. The main point outlying that scheme was
that education should no longer be a kind of a hall-
mark for securing Government appointments. It
was incumbent upon the people of India, especially